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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 6, 2020    10:30 AM 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Chiming of the Hour 

The ringing of the bell invites us to quiet our hearts & minds as we gather for worship. 

 

Words of Welcome & Announcements 

Welcome to worship at Park Central Presbyterian Church!  May you experience God’s 

grace and love within the worship service. 

 

WE GATHER IN GOD'S NAME 
 

PRELUDE      Glenn Armstrong, guest organist 

 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People Georg Boehm 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

A voice cries in the wilderness, 
“Prepare the way of the Most High: make God’s way clear. 
Lift up every valley; lower every mountain. 
For the glory of God shall be revealed.” 

    

HYMN    4  Creator of the Stars of Night CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

 

Creator of the stars of night, 
Your people’s everlasting light, 
O Christ, Redeemer of us all, 
We pray you hear us when we call. 

When this old world drew on towards night, 
You came, but not in splendor bright, 
Not as a monarch, but the child 
Of Mary, blameless mother mild. 

At your great name, O Jesus now 
All knees must bend, all hearts must bow: 
All things on earth with one accord, 
Like those in heaven, shall call you Lord. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, 

we dream of peace and wish that we could easily obtain it. 

We wish that peace could be ordered in a subscription service,  

found on a map, downloaded in an app, or voted for on a ballot.  

We wish that peace was as easy as a one-time choice  

when we are feeling our best.  

Yet we know that peace involves making everyday decisions  

over and over even when we are not feeling our best. 

Merciful God, we confess that we need your help 

to live in peaceful ways. 

Call our hearts to repentance in this season. 

Forgive us and guide us through these days. 

Help us prepare the way for greater peace 

as we wait and watch for the coming of Jesus.  Amen.  

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD'S WORD 

 

THE FIRST LESSON   Isaiah 40:1-11 
1 Comfort, O comfort my people, 

    says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

    and cry to her 

that she has served her term, 

    that her penalty is paid, 

that she has received from God’s hand 

    double for all her sins. 

 
3 A voice cries out: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Most High, 
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    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 

    and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

    and the rough places a plain. 
5 Then the glory of God shall be revealed, 

    and all people shall see it together, 

    for the mouth of God has spoken.” 

 
6 A voice says, “Cry out!” 

    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All people are grass, 

    their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 

    when the breath of God blows upon it; 

    surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades; 

    but the word of our God will stand forever. 
9 Get you up to a high mountain, 

    O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, 

    O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

    lift it up, do not fear; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

    “Here is your God!” 
10 Here is the Most High God, 

    coming with strength, 

with a triumphant arm, 

    bringing God’s reward and payment. 
11 God will feed God’s flock like a shepherd 

    and gather the lambs in God’s arms, 

and carry them in God’s bosom, 

    and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

 Leader: This is the word of God. 

 All:       Thanks be to God. 
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MUSICAL MEDITATION  Kent Bradshaw, baritone 
 Comfort Ye My People Anton Rubenstein 
   arr. Carl Frederickson 

Comfort ye my people, saith the Lord, your God; 

Speak ye to Jerusalem, and comfort her. 

Of the Lord’s own hand she has received pardon. 

 

Comfort ye my people, speak peaceably unto them. 

Pardon all their iniquity. Hear the voice that crieth, 

Crying in the wilderness, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 

Make straight in the desert a highway for our God” 

 

Comfort ye my people, speak ye peaceably unto them. 

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people. 

 

THE SECOND LESSON   Mark 1:1-8 
1 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

  
2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

  

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,  

    who will prepare your way; 
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

    make his paths straight,’” 

 
4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all 

the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 

leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, 

“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 

down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; but he 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

 Leader: This is the word of God. 

 All:  Thanks be to God. 
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SERMON      J. Andrew McTyre 

 

SILENT MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD 

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF CHURCH OFFICERS 

 ELDERS: Sara Aronson, Susan Barbour, Marissa Saunders, 
Georgette Schmidt, Craig Williams 

 DEACONS: Bill Billingham, Elberta Bradshaw, Cindy Wilcox 
 

 
Questions for Church Officers: 
Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the 
Church, and through him believe in one God, Son, and Holy Spirit? 
 
Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, 
the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s 
word to you? 
 
Do you sincerely receive and adopt the tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the 
confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads 
us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confessions as you 
lead to people of God? 
 
Will you fulfill your office in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of 
Scripture, and be continually guided by our confessions? 
 
Will you be governed by our church’s policy, and will you abide by its discipline? Will 
you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the 
ordering of God’s Word and Spirit? 
 
Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and 
work for the reconciliation of the world? 
 
Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church? 
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Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, 
and love? 
 
(for Elders) Will you be a faithful elder, watching over the people, providing for their 
worship, nurture, and service? Will you share in government and discipline, serving in 
governing bodies of the church, and in your ministry will you try to show the love and 
justice of Jesus Christ? 
 
(for Deacons) Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern, and 
directing the people’s help to the friendless and those in need? In your ministry will you 
try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? 
 
 
Questions for the Congregation:  
Do we, the members of Park Central Presbyterian Church, accept these women and 
men as elders and deacons, chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to 
lead us in the way of Jesus Christ? 
 
Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to 
follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church? 
 
Prayer of Ordination and Welcome 
 
SHARING OUR GIFTS 

You may continue your gifts to the church by mailing a check or clicking the Give 
Now button on the website. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
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HYMN    3  Comfort, Comfort You My People PSALM 42 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE      Glenn Armstrong, guest organist 

 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Jan Bender 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comfort, comfort you my people, 
Tell of peace, thus says our God; 
Comfort those who sit in darkness 
Bowed beneath oppression’s load. 
Speak you to Jerusalem 
Of the peace that waits for them; 
Tell them that their sins I cover, 
And their warfare now is over. 

Make you straight what long was crooked, 
Make the rougher places plain; 
Let your hearts be true and humble, 
As befits God’s holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord 
Now o’er earth is shed abroad; 
And all flesh shall see the token 
That God’s word is never broken. 



ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 

Liturgist ........................................................................................................ Briana Vaught 
Soloist ......................................................................................................... Kent Bradshaw 

 
 
 

 

The theme for our Advent worship and reflections is Those Who Dream.  
The theme draws on Psalm 126: “When the Lord restored the fortunes of 
Zion, we were like those who dream.” What does it look like to live as 
those who dream? The prophets, the psalmists, John the Baptist, Mary, 
Elizabeth, Joseph, Simeon, Anna, the shepherds and the Magi—they were 
all dreamers. They received, discovered, and responded to God’s dreams 
for the world. In Advent, we step into the mystery and awe of God’s 
dreams and pray they shape our reality.  
 
Our resources for the Advent season come from A Sanctified Art, 
including adapted portions of today’s liturgy.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor…………..……...………………………………………...………..J. Andrew McTyre 
Director of Music……………………………………………………………….Robert Allen 
Parish Associate for Christian Education……………………………………...Sarah McTyre 
Parish Associate.................................................................................................. Brigid Boyle 
Office Administrator……………..…………………………………………....Briana Vaught 
Building Manager……………………………………………………………Kenneth Pfeffer 
Nursery Care.................................................................... Yusy Cruz & Elaine Ramos Cruz 

 

Church Office Phone: (315) 475-1677 • 504 East Fayette Street, Syracuse, NY 13202-1922 

Church Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, M-Th 

Church Office Email: office@parkcentralchurch.org 

Website: www.parkcentralchurch.org • Facebook: Park Central Presbyterian Church 
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