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CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 

WELCOME  

o As you settle in for a time of reflection and prayer, close your eyes for a 

moment. Imagine yourself sitting in the sanctuary at Park Central as worship 

begins on a Sunday morning.   

o Take two or three deep breaths and feel the warmth of the sun streaming 

through the stained-glass windows. Listen for the sounds of the organ and the 

rustling of the dear people sitting around you.    

o Know that God is present among us even when we are not 

worshipping together in our sanctuary.  

o Let us still our hearts, quiet our minds, and come to worship God. 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 

OPENING PRAYER  

O God, you have the power 

to make a desert a place of renewal 

and a cross a sign of redemption. 

Send your Holy Spirit 

so that we can hear you 

and entrust ourselves completely to you, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

  

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth. 

Worship God with gladness! 

Come into God’s presence with singing! 

For the Lord is a gracious God, 

whose mercy is everlasting; 

and whose faithfulness endures to all generations. 
 

HYMN 

O God of Earth and Space 

 

Video notes by Briana Vaught 

 

We have all seen scenes of horror from around our country in the past few weeks, 

sights which echo atrocities we have seen before. My heart mourns the injustices 

committed over and over and over again in America. These thoughts were at the 

forefront when I began working on the opening hymn for today, “O God of Earth 

and Space.” The third verse speaks of justice, mercy, freedom, and shalom – 

peace. I searched around my free image site trying to find the right picture to go 

https://youtu.be/MOATalgH4AI
https://youtu.be/MOATalgH4AI
https://youtu.be/0urDQAoiGJQ
https://youtu.be/I0n8GTAzXGI


with the verse, and I stumbled upon an image from a place I’ve seen many 

pictures of, though I have not visited. It’s from the National Memorial for Peace 

and Justice in Montgomery, Alabama, a place which provides a sacred space for 

truth-telling and reflection about racial terrorism and its legacy. Whether you’ve 

heard of the memorial or not, I’d encourage you to visit their site and learn a bit 

more. May we all pray and work for justice and peace. 

 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  

Sin destroys our lives. 

Sin destroys our relationships. 

Sin destroys our hope. 

But through faith in the saving death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

our lives, our relationships, and our future 

are no longer enslaved to sin. 

Let us trust the love of God and confess our sin, 

that we might receive grace and find true freedom. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

God of Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac, 

God of Hagar and Ishmael, 

who gave us your Son, 

Jesus Christ the crucified, 

send your Holy Spirit to help us confess 

and truly repent of our sins. 

We turn against one another; 

we fail to care for the weak and poor among us. 

We pay no heed to the cries of the powerless;  

we seek our own advantage. 

 

Your Son emptied himself  

upon a Roman cross 

and revealed your eternal, self-giving love. 

Forgive us, merciful God. 

Wipe sin from our lives 

and let us find ourselves  

wholly in Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

It is in his name that we pray. Amen. 

 
Pause and continue your prayers for a time in silence.   

  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
God, who loves us, 
does not abandon or forsake us. 
Our Savior hears and answers 

https://museumandmemorial.eji.org/memorial


when we cry out from the wastelands of sin. 
Death cannot bind us, 
for the risen Christ sets us free. 
Hear the good news: 
in Jesus Christ you are forgiven. 
 

GLORIA   

 

SCRIPTURE AND HOMILY 

First Lesson – Psalm 69:7-10; 16-28 

 

read by Sharon Terry 

 

Second Lesson – Genesis 21:8-21 

 

The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that 

Isaac was weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had 

borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. So she said to Abraham, "Cast out 

this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit 

along with my son Isaac." The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account 

of his son. But God said to Abraham, "Do not be distressed because of the boy 

and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells 

you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. As for the son of 

the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring." 

So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and 

gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her 

away. And she departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.  
 

 When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. 

Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a 

bowshot; for she said, "Do not let me look on the death of the child." And as she 

sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. And God heard the voice of the 

boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, "What 

troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy 

where he is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will 

make a great nation of him." Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of 

water. She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink.  
  

God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an 

expert with the bow. He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a 

wife for him from the land of Egypt.  
 

 

Homily 

  

 
 

https://youtu.be/964VC-EgiDw
https://youtu.be/964VC-EgiDw
https://youtu.be/_UrDuwkdlrE
https://youtu.be/IOSqwWsL3VI


MUSICAL REFLECTION 

When in Our Music God Is Glorified 

 

PRAYERS 

God of our ancestors,  

you are the God of our future. 

You showed mercy to Hagar and Ishmael in the desert, 

just as you answered Sarah’s laughter with Isaac’s birth. 

We pray that you heal the deathly divisions  

between all peoples of the earth today. 

 

We pray that the church of Jesus Christ 

will be so filled with the Holy Spirit, 

so committed to the head of the church 

that we will have Christ’s mind among us.  

May the sword of the Word pierce our hearts 

and give us compassion for a suffering world. 

 

We pray for world leaders and diplomats 

who seek a way forward in difficult days. 

May their success be measured in generations 

who live free from fear and want. 

 

We pray for medical professionals committed to healing, 

especially those in areas suffering from the ongoing pandemic. 

May they be guided and guarded by the Spirit 

who lifts up the brokenhearted and brings new life. 

 

We pray for all who are living in  

risky or dangerous circumstances. 

May they find strength in you. 

Give them hopeful signs of the future you intend 

and fill them with the courage and strength  

they need for today.  

 

We pray for your promised kingdom to come, 

when all violence will cease, and there will be no disease; 

when courageous faith, hope, and love  

cast out hatred and poverty. 

 

Filled with your Spirit,  

we pray now for your kingdom, 

using the words Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven 

Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

https://youtu.be/v3TQIhNvwCg


On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN 

God is One, Unique and Holy 

 

 

OFFERING  

As you consider what you have to give this week, sit quietly for a moment and 

consider how God acted for Hagar.  What might you do to act more justly in the 

world? 

 

To continue your financial gifts for the church’s mission, you can send a check by 

mail or give online by clicking on the “Give Now” button on the church’s 

website.  Your gifts will make an impact as we continue to reach out and meet 

needs during this challenging time.  

 

DOXOLOGY 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

 

Pieces of today’s liturgy were adapted from Feasting on the Word Worship 

Companion. 

 

https://youtu.be/0cmcsgL3Qnw
https://youtu.be/H18OLXP4zAE
https://youtu.be/mA4M26AjpeI

