
PARK CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SUNDAY, JULY 26 
 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 

WELCOME  
o As you settle in for a time of reflection and prayer, close your eyes for a 

moment. Imagine yourself sitting in the sanctuary at Park Central as worship 
begins on a Sunday morning.   

o Take two or three deep breaths and feel the warmth of the sun streaming 
through the stained-glass windows. Listen for the sounds of the organ and the 
rustling of the dear people sitting around you.    

o Know that God is present among us even when we are not 
worshipping together in our sanctuary.  

o Let us still our hearts, quiet our minds, and come to worship God. 
 
PRELUDE 

 

OPENING PRAYER  
God, you have given us a dream  
of your world made whole,  
a heavenly realm that is near in heart  
and close at hand, 
and it is ours to choose each day. 
May our smallest acts of kindness 
be transformed by your love and 
grow abundantly into a realm of  
flourishing for all. Amen. 
  
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Blessed be God whose word gives hope  
and shapes our dreams,   
whose love has conquered death.  
Blessed be God who orders our way  
and guides our steps, 
who leads us into life.  
 
HYMN 

Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION  
If God is for us, who can be against us?   
Let us confess our sins to the One who  
searches us and knows us. 
 

 

https://youtu.be/MOATalgH4AI
https://youtu.be/MOATalgH4AI
https://youtu.be/C8ocoEJweHM
https://youtu.be/IlkUeSIA2F0


PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Holy God, 
we confess that we have often turned away from you   
and have not lived with whole hearts.  
We fail to trust your power, hidden in all things. 
We fail to watch for you, working out your purposes. 
Forgive us for failing to follow you.  
Guide our feet to walk in your ways  
and serve your world 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 
Pause and continue your prayers for a time in silence. 
  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
What then are we to say about these things?   
If God is for us, who is against us? 
Nothing we have done,  
nothing we will ever do, 
is enough to separate us from the love of God  
made known in Jesus Christ.  
Hear the good news! 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
GLORIA   
 
SCRIPTURE AND HOMILY 

First Lesson – Romans 8:26-39 
 
read by Sharon Terry 
 
Second Lesson – Genesis 29:15-28 

Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore 
serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” Now Laban had two 
daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was 
Rachel. Leah’s eyes were lovely,[b] and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob 
loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter 
Rachel.” Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her 
to any other man; stay with me.” So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and 
they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her. 

Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time 
is completed.” So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a 
feast. But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and 
he went in to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her 
maid.) When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this 
you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you 
deceived me?” Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the younger 

https://youtu.be/964VC-EgiDw
https://youtu.be/964VC-EgiDw
https://youtu.be/vnrL71m3jdA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2029&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-813b


before the firstborn. Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the 
other also in return for serving me another seven years.” Jacob did so, and 
completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife. 

Homily 
 
 

MUSICAL REFLECTION 
Amazing Grace 
 
PRAYERS 
Holy God,   
we do not know how to pray,  
but Jesus invites us into the life he  
shares with you, 
and so we keep coming to you in prayer. 
Receive us now in our frailty,  
our complacency, our desire.  
 
We pray for your church all over the world, 
that we would be seed and yeast  
where life has grown barren and heavy. 
May the life we discover in you  
bind us to each other and to the world you love, 
for no need is beyond the strength of your call, 
and no child of yours is expendable. 
 
Merciful God, give us wisdom and courage  
beyond our imagining. 
We pray for friends and strangers  
in the grip of illness, suffering, or addiction. 
Make us able companions for each other,  
and bless us with hope that bears fruit. 
 
We pray for unsettled economies  
and those whose needs are overlooked  
in the choices of the powerful. 
May those of us who know so much privilege 
bear our responsibilities with open hearts and open hands. 
 
We pray for all who stand at the thresholds of life:  
for your children who are soon to be born 
and your children who are soon to go home.  
 
We give thanks for people to love,  
ideas to ponder, work to do— 
and we marvel at the sturdy friendships  

https://youtu.be/MBtyY9cssZE
https://youtu.be/rGR1Olxw5dw


and persistent memories 
that sustain us when the way is hard. 
May each be a reminder of your love and your provision. 
 
Holy One, keep calling us into the world—your world— 
as seed and yeast and treasure. 
Equip each of us for the challenges we will face 
until we learn to worship in the most unlikely places, 
for you are the source of our joy  
and the well from which we pray,  
wherever we are planted. 
 
Fill us again with your Spirit,  
as we pray now for your kingdom, 
using the words Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven 
Hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN 
I Come with Joy 
 
OFFERING  

Consider what you have to give this week and how you might plant a seed of 
kindness, hope, or love in someone’s life. 

The “Give Now” button on the church website has been temporarily disabled due 
to some technical problems. Until the button is working again, please send your 
donations by check to the church: 504 East Fayette Street, Syracuse, 13202. Your 
gifts will make an impact as we continue to reach out and meet needs during this 
challenging time.  
 
DOXOLOGY 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
 
Pieces of today’s liturgy were adapted from Feasting on the Word Worship 
Companion. 

https://youtu.be/KHn3Zc_I2sI
https://youtu.be/H18OLXP4zAE
https://youtu.be/mA4M26AjpeI

