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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
JANUARY 17, 2021    10:30 AM 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Chiming of the Hour 

The ringing of the bell invites us to quiet our hearts & minds as we gather for worship. 

 

Words of Welcome & Announcements 

Welcome to worship at Park Central Presbyterian Church!  May you experience God’s 

grace and love within the worship service. 

 

WE GATHER IN GOD'S NAME 
 

PRELUDE 

 “Prelude” Louis Vierne 
   arr. Kent Bradshaw 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Hear the word of God: 
“Do not fear, for I am with you, 
    do not be afraid, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, 
    I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.” 
Let us worship our God. 

    

HYMN    210  Our God, Our Help in Ages Past ST. ANNE 

 

Our God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home. 

Before the hills in order stood, 
Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting thou art God, 
To endless years the same. 

Our God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while life shall last, 
And our eternal home. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY    
O God, where hearts are shaken and full of fear,  
grant courage and hope.  
Where anxiety is spreading and feels overwhelming,  
grant peace and reassurance.  
Where impossibilities seem to block every path forward,  
grant imagination and resilience.  
Where spirits are daunted and weakened,  
grant illumination and strength.  
All these things we ask in the name of  

Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.  

 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD'S WORD 

 

SCRIPTURE     Psalm 130 
1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O God. 
2     God, hear my voice! 

Let your ears be attentive 

    to the voice of my supplications! 

 
3 If you, O God, should mark iniquities, 

    God, who could stand? 
4 But there is forgiveness with you, 

    so that you may be revered. 

 
5 I wait for the Most High, my soul waits, 

    and in God’s word I hope; 
6 my soul waits for God 

    more than those who watch for the morning, 

    more than those who watch for the morning. 

 
7 O Israel, hope in the Most High! 

    For with God there is steadfast love, 

    and great power to redeem. 
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8 It is God who will redeem Israel 

    from all its iniquities. 

 

 Leader: This is the word of God. 

 All:       Thanks be to God. 
 

MEDITATION 

PRAYER 

SILENT MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

 

 

SCRIPTURE     Lamentations 3:1-9, 16-30, 40-41 
1 I am one who has seen affliction 

    under the rod of God’s wrath; 
2 God has driven and brought me 

    into darkness without any light; 
3 against me alone God turns God’s hand, 

    again and again, all day long. 

 
4 God has made my flesh and my skin waste away, 

    and broken my bones; 
5 God has besieged and enveloped me 

    with bitterness and tribulation; 
6 God has made me sit in darkness 

    like the dead of long ago. 

 
7 God has walled me about so that I cannot escape; 

    God has put heavy chains on me; 
8 though I call and cry for help, 

    God shuts out my prayer; 
9 God has blocked my ways with hewn stones, 

    God has made my paths crooked. 

 
16 God has made my teeth grind on gravel, 

    and made me cower in ashes; 
17 my soul is bereft of peace; 

    I have forgotten what happiness is; 
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18 so I say, “Gone is my glory, 

    and all that I had hoped for from the Most High.” 
19 The thought of my affliction and my homelessness 

    is wormwood and gall! 
20 My soul continually thinks of it 

    and is bowed down within me. 
21 But this I call to mind, 

    and therefore I have hope: 

 
22 The steadfast love of God never ceases, 

    God’s mercies never come to an end; 
23 they are new every morning; 

    great is your faithfulness. 
24 “God is my portion,” says my soul, 

    “therefore I will hope in God.” 

 
25 God is good to those who wait for God, 

    to the soul that seeks God. 
26 It is good that one should wait quietly 

    for the salvation of the Most High. 
27 It is good for one to bear 

    the yoke in youth, 
28 to sit alone in silence 

    when God has imposed it, 
29 to put one’s mouth to the dust 

    (there may yet be hope), 
30 to give one’s cheek to the smiter, 

    and be filled with insults. 

 
40 Let us test and examine our ways, 

    and return to God. 
41 Let us lift up our hearts as well as our hands 

    to God in heaven. 

 

 Leader: This is the word of God. 

 All:  Thanks be to God. 
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MEDITATION 

PRAYER 

SILENT MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

 

 
MUSICAL MEDITATION  Kent Bradshaw, baritone 
 The Victory of the Spirit, Posthumous, No. 22 Franz Schubert 
    
  O cloudless realms of Spirit, so pure, uplifted, clear, 

  Man’s ancient hopes are fulfilled in Thy Kingdom present here, 

  For Truth destroys the limits of matter’s finite dream, 

  And Spirit reigns supreme. 

 

  It rouses thought to waken from Eden’s vain illusions, 

  The ancient curse dissolves. 

  The Spirit of our Master, victorious over evil, 

  Earth’s mystery resolves. 

 

  Let mankind’s truest longings turn far from error’s night;  

  Upward, arise, to light. 

 

  O cloudless realm of Spirit, so pure, uplifted, clear, 

  Man’s ancient hopes are fulfilled in Thy Kingdom present here. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE     Matthew 5:1-16 
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
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8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

 
11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 
13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 

restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 No one after 

lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light 

to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 

may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” 

 

 Leader: This is the word of God. 

 All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

MEDITATION 

PRAYER 

SILENT MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

 

 

SCRIPTURE     Romans 8:31-39 
31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He 

who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him 

also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is 

God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 

raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35 Who will 

separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 

or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, 
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“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For 

I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 

nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 Leader: This is the word of God. 

 All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

MEDITATION 

PRAYER 

SILENT MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD 

 

SHARING OF TITHES & OFFERINGS 
You can continue your gifts to the church by mailing a check or clicking the Give 
Now button on the website.  

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

  

HYMN    260  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God EIN FESTE BURG 

 

A mighty fortress is our God, 
A bulwark never failing; 
Our helper He amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe 
Doth seek to work us woe. 
His craft and power are great, 
And armed with cruel hate, 
On earth is not his equal. 

And though this world with devils filled, 
Should threaten to undo us, 
We will not fear, for God hath willed 
His truth to triumph through us. 
The prince of darkness grim, 
We tremble not for him; 
His rage we can endure, 
For lo! his doom is sure. 
One little word shall fell him. 
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BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE 
 “Nimrod” from Enigma Variations, Op. 36 Edward Elgar 
       arr. Kent Bradshaw 
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ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 

Liturgist .................................................................................................... Michael Barbour 
Soloist ......................................................................................................... Kent Bradshaw 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Peace is not just the absence of tension, 
but is the presence of justice. 

~ Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
 

Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those little bits of 
good put together that overwhelm the world. 

~ Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor…………..……...………………………………………...………..J. Andrew McTyre 
Director of Music……………………………………………………………….Robert Allen 
Parish Associate for Christian Education……………………………………...Sarah McTyre 
Parish Associate.................................................................................................. Brigid Boyle 
Office Administrator……………..…………………………………………....Briana Vaught 
Building Manager……………………………………………………………Kenneth Pfeffer 
Nursery Care.................................................................... Yusy Cruz & Elaine Ramos Cruz 

 

Church Office Phone: (315) 475-1677 • 504 East Fayette Street, Syracuse, NY 13202-1922 

Church Office Email: office@parkcentralchurch.org 

Website: www.parkcentralchurch.org • Facebook: Park Central Presbyterian Church 
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