
PARK CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SUNDAY, JULY 12  
 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 

WELCOME  
o As you settle in for a time of reflection and prayer, close your eyes for a 

moment. Imagine yourself sitting in the sanctuary at Park Central as worship 
begins on a Sunday morning.   

o Take two or three deep breaths and feel the warmth of the sun streaming 
through the stained-glass windows. Listen for the sounds of the organ and the 
rustling of the dear people sitting around you.    

o Know that God is present among us even when we are not 
worshipping together in our sanctuary.  

o Let us still our hearts, quiet our minds, and come to worship God. 
 
PRELUDE 

 

OPENING PRAYER  
Christ, you teach in parables, 
telling stories in ways that draw us in and reveal God’s will. 
As we crowd around you this day, eager to hear your word to us, 
we ask for the ears to hear 
and not only hear, but understand 
and not only understand, but act 
on that which you long for us to know in the depths of our being. 
Amen. 
  
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; 
and to you shall vows be performed, 
O you who answer prayer! 
To you all flesh shall come. 
When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, 
you forgive our transgressions. 
Happy are those whom you choose  
nd bring near to live in your courts. 
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, 
your holy temple. 
 

HYMN 

For the Beauty of the Earth 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION  
There is therefore now no condemnation 

for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 

https://youtu.be/MOATalgH4AI
https://youtu.be/MOATalgH4AI
https://youtu.be/1spLZFwTv5k
https://youtu.be/UJV93xfix2U


has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 

Confident in this promise, 

let us confess our sin to God and before one another. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

God, too often we speak without pausing to seek your wisdom. 
We assume our own goodness 
and fail to question our limited knowledge and understanding. 
We hurt others with our hasty, often well intended, words and actions. 
We falsely believe our ways are your ways 
and condemn those who disagree with us. 
In this tumultuous time, turn us toward you. 
Remove the scales from our eyes 
and give us ears to hear your guidance. 
Do not let our need for earthly approval sway our commitment 
to take up our cross and follow Jesus. 
Forgive our failings.  
Take our faltering attempts at faithfulness 
and use them to lead us to your paths of righteousness. Amen. 
 
Pause and continue your prayers for a time in silence.  
  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
There is therefore now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 
Friends, believe this astounding good news, 
through Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
 
GLORIA   
 
SCRIPTURE AND HOMILY 

First Lesson – Psalm 65 
 
read by Briana Vaught 
 
Second Lesson – Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: 
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, 
and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they 
did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of 
soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

https://youtu.be/964VC-EgiDw
https://youtu.be/964VC-EgiDw
https://youtu.be/XTIzFqO_2FE


them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears[a] listen!” 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in 
the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky 
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 
yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or 
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away.[c] 
As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 
But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 
another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 
Homily 
 
 

MUSICAL REFLECTION 
Love and Kindness 
 
PRAYERS 
God, we come to this time of prayer with the intention 
to set our minds on you and on the Spirit. 
Even as we are tempted to give in to worldly priorities and earthly idolatries, 
we yearn to know the peace that comes from surrendering to your will. 
Like the crowds so long ago, we want to hear 
the transformative and life-giving message that Jesus came to proclaim. 
We are eager to know your saving Word 
and we are bold to share our most pressing needs and deepest hopes with you. 
 
Hear us as we pray for those hard paths in our lives and in your world. 
When we grow weary of walking the same direction 
and wondering if painful circumstances will ever change, 
help us to find small fissures in our hardened hearts 
that can still shelter gospel hope. 
Do not let our communities become inhospitable places for your presence, 
worn down by treading the same way and unwilling to leave what we know. 
Show us now, Holy Spirit, the paths of righteousness 
and lead us in the way of Jesus Christ. 
 
Hear us as we pray for those rocky places in our lives and in our world. 
Where we settle for shallow understating, 
give us the courage to go deep into your Word. 
When we want to maintain surface relationships, 
give us the trust to commit to truly knowing one another. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23549a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23561c
https://asermonforeverysunday.com/sermons/a34-sixth-sunday-pentecost-year/
https://youtu.be/Il0v-DRf8aQ


When we settle for enthusiasm instead of substance, 
give us the tenacity to stick with each other, stay close to you 
and work for real, lasting, long-needed change. 
Show us now, Holy Spirit, the cornerstone 
and place our feet on the foundation of Jesus Christ. 
 
Hear us as we pray for those thorny fields in our lives and in your world. 
When the cares of this world threaten to obscure our vision 
and render us unable to hear your call, 
burn away the chaff and leave only the wheat that nurtures your beloved world. 
When we value wealth more than people 
and worship the idols of safety and security instead of our servant Savior, 
cut away those dead branches so that we can dwell again near the vine that 
sustains us. 
Show us now, Holy Spirit, the wheat from which the bread of life is made 
so that we may be fed and satisfied by the body of Christ. 
 
Hear us as we give thanks for the good soil only you can create, God. 
We rejoice that despite all that threatens to silence your Good News, 
it still resounds through all creation. 
We praise you for your generosity and grace, 
your mercy and steadfast love that is new every morning. 
We give thanks for the abundant, life-giving harvest you freely offer and call us 
to cultivate. 
May the good fruit we bear bring relief to the suffering, 
comfort to those who mourn and peace to those who have no peace. 
May our sowing of the seeds of your Word heal the sick, 
bind up the brokenhearted and strengthen the weak. 
May our daily scattering of the gospel help spread justice, 
kindness and mercy all over your beloved world. 
 
We make our prayer in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
who taught us to say when we pray, 
Our Father, who art in heaven 
Hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING  

As you consider what you have to give this week, sit quietly for a moment and 
remember God’s gifts of growth and abundant harvest. 

The “Give Now” button on the church website has been temporarily disabled due 
to some technical problems. Until the button is working again, please send your 
donations by check to the church: 504 East Fayette Street, Syracuse, 13202. Your 
gifts will make an impact as we continue to reach out and meet needs during this 
challenging time.  
 
CLOSING HYMN, BENEDICTION, AND CHORAL AMEN 

Arise, Your Light Is Come! 
 
Pieces of today’s liturgy were adapted from The Presbyterian Outlook. 

https://youtu.be/7K2D72AAY9w

